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Video Focus Questions
Mr. LaFortune
Great Wall of China
1. How old was Qin Shi Huang when he became emperor of China?

2. Why did Emperor Qin force nomadic farmers to settle down?

3. Describe the tomb that Emperor Qin ordered for himself?

4. Which group that followed Confucianism found itself at odds with Emperor Qin?
5. Qin followed a philosophy known as Legalism, What was Legalism?
6. What did Qin do so that he could write his own version of history?

7. Why did Qin bury 460 scholars while they were still alive?

8. Which one of Qin’s achievements became the longest graveyard in the world?

9. How and why did Emperor Qin die?

10. What happened to Fusu and Hu Hai?
Battle of Salamis 

1. In 485 B.C. Xerxes became king of which great empire?
2. Which Greek military victory was a humiliation to the Persians and a humiliation for Xerxes’s father, causing Xerxes to want revenge against the Greeks?
3. What happened to the bridge of boats Xerxes had built to move his army? According to the Greeks, what did Xerxes do in response?
4. Themistocles was the leader of which great empire?
5. Who/what did Themistocles ask for advice before the battle began?
6. What did the Persians do to Athens?
7. Who did Themistocles send to tell the Persians that the Greeks were fleeing?
8. Which commander warned Xerxes against a naval attack of the Greeks after the Persians captured Athens?
9. How many Persian ships and how many Greek ships sank in the Battle of Salamis?
10. What happened to Themistocles after the Greek victory over the Persians?
Battle of Actium
1. What happened to Julius Caesar on the Ides of March in 44 B.C.?
2. Which Roman leader restored order after Caesar’s death and expected to be named in his will as the next leader of Rome?
3. Who did Julius Caesar appoint as the next leader of Rome?
4. Why did Marc Antony and Octavian join forces after Caesar’s death despite disliking one another? What did they do?
5. When the empire was divided in two, which sections did Octavian and Marc Antony each rule?
6. Who were Caesarian’s parents?
7. What event was the excuse Octavian needed to start a war against Marc Antony?
8. How did Octavian defeat Marc Antony at the Battle of Actium on the Ambracian Sea?
9. When Octavian’s troops arrived in Egypt a year later what did Marc Antony do and why?
10. What did Cleopatra do when Octavian refused to spare Caesarian’s life and allow him to rule Egypt?
Dark Ages Part I
1. Led by Alaric, what group crushed the Roman Empire in 410 A.D.?

2. How did these barbarians defeat the Roman Empire?

3. What happened to city life between the fall of Rome and the First Crusade?

4. What happened to Roman architectural sites and monuments like the Coliseum following the fall of Rome?

5. How was life like in Europe in the time following the fall of Rome?

6. What institution united the people of Europe during the Dark Ages?

7. Clovis, who overthrew the last Roman governor of Gaul (present day France), attempted to unite the people of France (the Franks) by doing what?

8. What was the ordeal?

9. Where was the Eastern Roman Empire that continued to exist in 533 A.D. under Emperor Justinian?

10. What did Empress Theodora do to save the Eastern Roman Empire from overthrow?

Dark Ages Part II
11. Justinian’s Byzantine Empire succeeded to conquer much of the Mediterranean by 542 A.D., making it a “Roman Lake,” however, what stood in his way of complete victory?

12.  What percentage of people were killed as a result of the Black Death?

13. How did the Plague reach Constantinople and Italy?

14. How did the Plague cripple European society?

15. Why did Justinian’s vision of a reunited Roman Empire die when he died, and why couldn’t the Byzantine Empire sustain his vision?
16. In the 600s A.D. what was the main occupation of most people in Western Europe?

17. Why were stories of witches, warlocks, and wizards so prevalent in the Middle Ages?

18. In the Middle Ages where could you find the majority of books? Why?

19. In 732 A.D. what religious group was threatening to take over Europe?

20.   Who was the descendant of Charles the Hammer that became known as the greatest European king of the Middle Ages?

Dark Ages Part III
21. On Christmas Day 800 A.D. at Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome what title did Charlemagne take?

22. Was Charlemagne’s empire similar to the Roman Empire?

23. What choice did Charlemagne give to those he conquered?

24. What group from Scandinavia began attacking European Monks and Monasteries in 793 A.D. sending Europe even deeper into the Dark Ages?

25. What types of structures did Alfred the Great build to help prevent against raids from groups like the Vikings?

26. What purpose did knights serve in the Middle Ages?

27. What did the Catholic Church do to convince knights to follow God?

28. In 1095 what event, declared by Pope Urban, united the Christian people of Europe?

29. Against whom did the Christian knights fight and where?

30. How did Europe benefit from the Crusades?

Conquest of Spain
1. Who became the new king of the Visigoths in Spain in 710 A.D.?
2. Al Walid was the caliph of which Muslim empire between 705 A.D. and 715 A.D.?
3. Muslims follow the teachings of which prophet that are recorded in the Qur’an?
4. Al Walid appointed Musa ibn Nusair to be the governor of which Muslim territory?
5. Which institution did Roderic need to support him in order to become king of the Visigoths?
6. Instead of adding a lock to the door at the House of Toledo where secrets were kept, what did Roderic do?
7. Which North African group did the Muslims have to conquer first before shifting their attention to Spain?
8. Where in Spain did Tariq ibn Ziyad land his troops after he crossed the Mediterranean Sea?
9. After Roderic was killed by the Muslims, what happened to the Visigoths who fled to Merida?
10. In what ways did the Conquest of Spain eventually help lead to the Renaissance?
Black Death
1. What are some of the theories as to why the Yersinia pestis bacteria that existed in the stomachs of some fleas became active?
2. Which group of nomadic horsemen joined the Muslims in their siege of the City of Caffa on the Black Sea?

3. How did Black Death reach Europe from Caffa?
4. Why were the people of Europe vulnerable to disease in 1348 when Black Death arrived?
5. Why did the people pray to God during the outbreak of Black Death?
6. Why did coastal areas get infected in the first waves of the Black Death?
7. Who was Gui de Chauliac and what did he do to protect the pope when Black Death reached Avignon France?
8. What did Gui de Chauliac do when he caught Black Death?
9. Which group of people practiced self-torture in the hopes that God would stop the Black Death?
10. Who did the people of Europe falsely blame Black Death on, saying they poisoned the drinking water?
Siege of Constantinople
1. What was Constantinople like by the time Constantine XI ruled?

2. Which branch of the Christian religion was centered in Constantinople?

3. Which Muslim Empire that stretched from the Danube to the Euphrates Rivers and included Greece, Bosnia, Serbia, and Bulgaria?
4. Which Empire did Constantine XI control in 1453?
5. Why did Mehmed the Conqueror want Constantinople?
6. Who won the first battle outside Constantinople in 1453?
7. What was Mehmed weapon against Constantinople that required 60 horses and 400 men to move and required two-hours to load?
8. What successful change in war strategy did Mehmed make twelve-weeks into the siege just as his men were about to desert?
9. Which good omen did the Ottomans uncover during the war? Which bad omen did the Byzantines observe during the war?
10. What did Mehmed do to the Cathedral Hagia Sophia went the Ottomans finally won the war and entered Constantinople? What did he rename Constantinople?
Renaissance
1. What does the word “Renaissance” mean?

2. Which two civilizations did people of the Renaissance look back to for inspiration?

3. In what year did Germanic barbarians finally defeat Rome, sending Europe into the Dark Ages?

4. Which period of the Middle Ages began in 1100 and featured massive cathedrals as well as learning that would later inspire the Renaissance?
5. Where did the Renaissance in Europe begin?
6. What techniques did Renaissance artists use to improve art to make human beings look more realistic?
7. What did Andreas Vesalius do that was so important in the Renaissance? Why was it important?
8. What advances did Copernicus and Galileo make in the understanding of the solar system?
9. Why was the invention of the printing press such an important achievement?
10. Which European nation began exploring the coast of Africa looking to obtain gold and salt in 1419?
Reformation

1. What was Martin Luther family expecting him to do for a job and what did he end up doing?

2. What were indulgences?

3. Why did Luther’s belief in “salvation by faith alone” undermine the authority of the Catholic Church?

4. On what date did Martin Luther nail his 95 theses to the Church door at Wittenberg?
5. Which Johannes Guttenberg invention helped to spread Martin Luther’s beliefs?
6. Why did Thomas Muntzer lead a revolt in Frankenhauser Germany in 1525?
7. Explain John Calvin’s idea of predestination.
8. Which European leader did the Pope grant the title “Defender of the Faith” in 1521 who later broke away from the Catholic Church?
9. What title did Thomas Cranmer hold within the Church?
10. What were the names and religions of the two daughters of Henry VIII who became Queen of England?
Conquest of Incas

1. Why did Francisco Pizarro lead conquistadors into the Andes in 1531?

2. In which mountain range was the Incan Empire located in the 1500s?

3. What disease had already weakened the Incan people and killed the Incan emperor prior to the arrival of the Spanish?

4. How did Atahualpa become the emperor of the Incan Empire?
5. What was the Spanish plan in order to demand gold and silver from the Inca once they reached Cajamarca?
6. What did Atahualpa do when the Dominican friar gave him the Bible and told him to become a Christian?
7. Out of 5,000 Incan nobles in Cajamarca at the time of the ambush, how many survived?
8. While he was in captivity, what did Atahualpa order his people to do in order to make the Spanish happy?
9. What lie did the second wave of conquistadors to arrive in the Andes tell in order to receive a portion of the wealth taken from the Incan Empire?
10. Although the Spanish controlled most of South America after the Conquest of the Inca, what magnificent Inca city high up in the Andes did the conquistadors fail to discover during the conquest?
Spanish Armada
1. Why did Philip I dispatch the Spanish Armada towards England after the execution of Mary Queen of Scots?
2. Earlier in his life, who did Philip I want to marry after the death of Mary Tudor?

3. What did Philip want to spread from France, to the Netherlands, to the Americas, and to England?

4. What was Philip’s two-part plan to defeat England?

5. What happened after 20-days of sailing on June 19, 1588?
6. Who led the Spanish Armada?
7. Which English naval leader suggested that the English take the offensive?
8. What action did Lord Howard and Sir Francis Drake take to attack the Spanish Armada near Calais France before the ground troops would arrive?
9. What did the Spanish order after the Battle of Gravelines?
10. What percentage of the 130 ships in the Spanish Armada successfully made it back to Spain and why?
Scientific Revolution

1. What is the name of the new telescope that replaced the Hubble Space Telescope?

2. Which scientist first challenged the belief that the Earth was at the center of the universe sparking the Scientific Revolution?

3. Who provided the physics and a model behind the belief that the Earth was at the center of the universe?
4. What was Nicolaus Copernicus’s explanation as to why the sun appears to travel in the sky from east to west?

5. At what age did Nicolaus Copernicus publish his book On the Revolutions of Celestial Spheres? Why did he wait so long?

6. What did the Danish scientist Tycho Brahe observe in the sky in 1572?

7. What theory about the orbits of planets did Johannes Kepler state in the early 1600s?

8. What did Galileo invent to make the observation of outer space 30-times better?

9. What did Galileo argue about the lights in space visible from Earth?
10. What punishment did Galileo receive by the Inquisition and why?
Enlightenment
1. During which time period was the focused on the belief in human ability to solve problems in a logical enabling humans to unlock all of life’s questions?

2. Which scientist’s book, Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy, which was published in 1686, is often cited as the beginning of the Age of Reason?
3. Which new branch of mathematics did Newton establish?
4. Which scientific and physical force governing the movement of objects did Newton observe and attempt to prove during the late 1600s?

5. The Scientific Method was based on which three things according to Newton?
6. What did Denis Diderot publish in 1751 to catalogue knowledge?

7. What contribution did Carl Linnaeus make to the Age of Reason?

8. One example of popular science was Benjamin Franklin’s experiment with what?

9. Describe the interior improvements made to old castles and English country houses during the Renaissance and Enlightenment.

10. Describe the exterior improvements made to old castles and English country houses during the Renaissance and Enlightenment.
Battle for Canada
1. Louis-Joseph de Montcalm was appointed by the French to coordinate the defense of which territory?
2. What position did Pierre de Rigaud, Marquis de Vaudreuil-Cavagnial hold? Why did he hate Montcalm?

3. Which river did William Pitt believe was key to the English defeat of the French in Canada?

4. Which Englishman was given command of the English sea invasion of Canada?

5. The battle for the fortress in which French town lasted the entire summer of 1758?

6. On July 12, 1759 the English began bombarding which French city?

7. Why was food scarce in Quebec?

8. What path did the English take to get to Quebec after arriving at the Anse du Foulon?

9. Which two important men (one French and one English) were killed at the Battle of Quebec?

10. What was the result of the French & Indian War for the English colonists in America?
Revolution in France
1. What position did Monsieur Bernard de Launay hold?

2. What job did Jean-Baptiste Humbert hold and who did he blame for the problems in France?
3. Why were Parisians rioting in the summer of 1789?
4. Why did the citizens of Paris feel they needed to arm themselves?
5. Why did citizens head to the Bastille?
6. How many soldiers guarded the Bastille?
7. What was de Launay’s response to the crowd’s demands?
8. How did citizens get into the Bastille?
9. What did de Launay ultimately decided to do?
10. What was de Launay’s fate?

Napoleon Invades Russia
1. How old was Napoleon when he became Emperor of France?

2. Why did Napoleon divorce Josephine, his wife of 14 years?

3. How long did the peace between Napoleon and Czar Alexander I last?

4. Why did the French find towns abandoned when he arrived in Russia?
5. Why did the Russians burn towns and destroy goods, crops, and livestock as they abandoned their towns?

6. How large was Napoleon’s army when it first entered Russia?
7. Which important Russian city did Napoleon occupy during his invasion?

8. Why were the French soldiers unprepared for the Russian winter?
9. What did Napoleon’s men have to construct twice during their retreat?
10.  Political opponents were growing in which French capital at the time that Napoleon began his retreat from Russia?
Industrial Revolution
1. The method of producing goods shifted during the Industrial Revolution from making things by hand to the use of what?
2. Which English inventor worked with a clockmaker named John Kay in England in the 1760s to invent a machine that would stretch and spin cotton?
3. What powered England’s first factories in the 1760s?
4. What natural resource found deep underground was mined to fuel the railroad industry in the 1700s?
5. Which group of immigrants did Benjamin Latrobe, Jr. hire for $1/day to construct the B&O Railroad?
6. Thanks to the development of factories and railroads where did a massive migration push people to live in the 1800s?
7. Which disease caused by sewage and filth in drinking water caused millions to die around the world including 150,000 in the U.S. and thousands in the City of London in 1854?
8. Which drug that British merchants imported and sold in China causing severe addiction to 12-million Chinese resulted in war between Britain and China in 1838 when the Chinese government banned its sale?
9. Which new Union weapon was introduced during the American Civil War that fired 13-rounds per minute (4-times faster than Confederate muskets)?
10. Which transportation innovation allowed the Union to resupply its troops and bring new troops directly to battle sites more quickly than the South could during the American Civil War?
Zulus at War

1. In which country did Shepstone settle in 1820?
2. Why did conflict arise between the English and Zulu people?
3. After the British seized Natal and British settlers flooded into Zululand, who did the British turn to in order to calm tensions between the settlers and Zulu people?
4. At what age did King Mpande call up Zulu boys from their regional chiefdoms to become warriors for the Zulu nation?
5. After King Mpande died his son Cetshwayo took over the Zulu people with the goal of becoming as powerful as which other legendary Zulu warrior-king?
6. How did Cetshwayo and the Zulus feel when Shepstone gave them an ultimatum to disband their age regiments and warriors?
7. In January 1879, which English military commander moved his troops forward to attack the Zulu?
8. How did the Zulus defeat the British despite the fact that the British had Martini-Henry Rifles and the Zulus had traditional weapons and war tactics?
9. In 1880 how many British soldiers returned to finally defeat the Zulu?
10. In 1883 Cetshwayo returned to Zululand to retake the thrown of a kingdom now divided into 13 chiefdoms. Who led the re-coronation ceremony making Cetshwayo king again?
Shot That Started the Great War

1. Describe the funeral for British King Edward in May 1910. Who attended and what did this reveal about Europe at the time?

2. Why did Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany meet with Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria-Hungary meet 1913 & 1914?

3. Why did Emperor Franz Joseph name his nephew Franz Ferdinand to succeed him to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire instead of his son?
4. Why was Serbia a “thorn in the side” of Austria-Hungary?

5. What were the goals of the “Black Hand” and how did they plan to carry them out?

6. How did the assassins learn about the parade route of Franz Ferdinand and his wife?

7. Describe Cabrinovic’s attempted assassination of Franz Ferdinand.
8. Who finally assassinated Franz Ferdinand and Sophie as they rode through the crowded streets of Sarajevo?
9. Why wasn’t Emperor Joseph terribly upset with the assassination of his nephew?

10. How many people ultimately died during World War I?
Russian Revolution

1. What percentage of Russians lived as poor farmers in the 19th century?

2. What did Lenin’s brother Alexander do that resulted in his execution and hurt his family’s reputation?

3. What did Lenin do for a job?

4. Where was Lenin exiled in 1897 for inciting strikes?
5. To which political cause were Lenin and the Bolsheviks dedicated?

6. What did Czar Nicholas II personally take charge of during the summer of 1916?

7. What was Nicholas II was forced to do on March 2?

8. Who took control of the Provisional Government?
9. What did Kerensky and the provisional government attempt to do to silence the Bolsheviks?

10. Once in power, what new nation did Lenin create?

Great War
Directions: Create 10 questions that could be asked on a video quiz and also provide the correct answers. Do your best with spelling.
Rise of the Third Reich Part I

1. Out of the 440 clauses in the 1919 Treaty of Versailles, how many were devoted to punishing Germany for World War I?
2. Why did saviors, mystics, magicians, and religion play an important role in Germany following World War I?

3. What happened at the Beer Hall Putsch on September 2, 1923?
4. Which flag became the “flag of martyrs” following the deaths of 16 of Hitler’s followers?
5. In which German city did the Nazi Party hold a massive 100,000 member rally in 1929?

6. Which event in the U.S. led to increased power and membership of the National Socialists (or Nazis) in Germany?

7. If you were German and you wanted change, which two political parties might you have joined in 1930? 

8. On March 13, 1932, how many votes did Hitler receive for President? Did he win the election?
9. On February 10, 1933, the Nazis became the largest political party in Germany with 33% and what political position did Hitler receive?

10. Which group did the Nazis blame for the burning of the German Parliament (the Reichstag) building?

11. Which freedoms did Hitler suspend after the Reichstag fire?
12. What other reactions against Communists were taken in Germany following the Reichstag fire?
13. With most political opponents and Communists dead or in prison, what new law passed in the German Parliament and what role did it give Hitler after only 52-days as Chancellor?

14. After Hitler was dictator of Germany for merely a week, which group became the new enemy of the Nazi Party?
15. What new program did the Nazis begin in January 1934 to prevent Germans with undesirable characteristics? What were three of the undesirable traits the Nazis tried to eliminate?
Rise of the Third Reich Part II
1. Which propagandist documentary film was directed by Leni Riefenstahl at the massive 1934 Nazi Rally at Nuremberg?
2. In what year did Hitler announce that Germany needed a “Final Solution” for its Jewish problem and the new Nuremberg Laws that took Jewish citizenship away and prohibited marriage and sex between Germany citizens and Jews?
3. How did the world view Hitler and the Nazis at the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin and why?
4. Starting in 1936, which group were all children aged 10 and older required to belong to?
5. By 1938 what had did more than 8-million German children do, declaring they were willing to die for Hitler?

6. By 1937 what did Hitler encourage good German women to do?

7. In 1936 at least how many girls left the Nuremberg Rally pregnant?
8. What were un-wed German mothers known as?
9. What event occurred on March 12, 1938?
10. After taking Austria, how many new people fell under the control of the Third Reich? How many were transported to concentration camps within a few days?
11. What type of festival in Munich during the summer of 1938 celebrated “ideal” Germans, the beauty of German women, and the importance of German farmers and soldiers?
12. Why was it difficult for Jews to leave Germany in the 1930s?
13. What percent of the German war effort came from confiscated Jewish wealth?
14. During Oktoberfest in 1938, Hitler demanded that he be given a large German-speaking region of which country?
15. What role did nationalism play in the rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazis?
Incredible March
1. Which American journalist interviewed Mao Zedong in his mountain hideout beginning in June 1936?

2. How was Mao’s childhood relationship with his mother and father?
3. Mao studied under Sun Yat-sen, who also trained which future leader of right wing Nationalist Party?

4. Mao and his military partner Chu Teh believed the power of the Communist Party lay in which group of people within China?
5. After the failure of Otto Brown, the German Communist sent by the Russians to take control of the Chinese Revolution, who became the undisputed leader of the Chinese Communist Party in the city of Tsunyi?
6. After the Communist Party crossed the Yangtze River, how did they make peace with the tribesmen of the Lolo Land who hated them?

7. What did the Nationalists do to the bridge head just as Mao’s Communists crossed the Luting Bridge?
8. Mao led his men through which series of seven mountain ranges to avoid the bombing of Nationalist planes?

9. Why were the grasslands north of the mountains Mao’s biggest challenge, and what did his men eat when their food supplies ran out?
10. Out of the original 100,000 men who started out on the incredible march, how many survived by the end?
Battle of Britain
1. Which British Prime Minister threatened that the British would not surrender and would have to be defeated by the Nazis?

2. What was the name given to Hitler’s planned invasion of Britain?
3. Who led the German Luftwaffe (air force) and the British Air Force Fighter Command?
4. What were the names of the two new fighter planes developed by the British right before the invasion of Britain by the Nazis?
5. After months of bombing Britain Hitler was unimpressed with the Nazi results. The second phase of attack called Operation Eagle Attack targeted what?

6. What did the British determine was the best way to disrupt German bombing formations?
7. On September 7, 1940 what location did the Luftwaffe target?
8. How did the Nazi bombing of London help Britain’s Air Command?
9. How did the bombing of London impact British morale and why?
10. What happened on the Battle of Britain day and what decisions did Hitler make after the battle?
Plot to Kill Hitler
1. German minor nobleman Claus von Stauffenberg fought for the Germans during World War II but grew to hate what about the Nazis?

2. What injuries did Stauffenberg receive fighting with Rommel’s Afrika Korps during World War II?
3. During the recovery from his war injuries, what did Stauffenberg decide he must do?
4. What new position was Stauffenberg promoted to in July 1944 that brought him in close contact with Hitler?

5. How did Major General Henning von Tresckow try to kill Hitler?
6. How did Stauffenberg plan to kill Hitler? How did the device work?

7. Which other top Nazis did Stauffenberg plan to kill along with Hitler at the meeting in Rustenburg, East Prussia on July 15, 1944?

8. Which two people went on the radio to announce the unsuccessful assassination attempt on Hitler’s life?
9. How did Hitler survive the bomb?
10. What happened to the conspirators in the plot to assassinate Hitler?

Fall of the Third Reich Part I
1. On September 23, 1938, rather than going to war against Hitler, the leaders of Europe decided to give Hitler the territory that he demanded where?
2. The “German Miracle” referred to what types of improvements that were made in Germany under Adolf Hitler?

3. What was Kristallnacht, which occurred on November 9, 1938?
4. Out of the 300,000 German Jews that applied for American visas, how many were rejected by the U.S.?
5. What did the Nazis do to persuade people that the Polish were attacking Germans on German soil?
6. What did the British do in response to the bombing of Polish cities on September 4, 1938?
7. How many days of warfare occurred in Poland before the Polish surrendered to the Nazis?
8. By June 1940 (only 6-weeks into the war), which nations fell under Nazi control?
9. By mid-June 1940 which Allied nation fell to the Nazis?

10. What did Nazis ship Polish people to Germany after their defeat of the Polish?
11. In June 1941, how many German soldiers were in the process of invading Russia?
12. In June 1941, how many months did most Germans expect the war in Russia would last?
13. Approximately how many Jews were murdered in the East by the end of 1941?
14. How was life for most Germans in 1942 living in Germany?
15. The British and U.S. bombing of what city on May 31, 1942 was a turning point in World War II?
Fall of the Third Reich Part II
1. Why did the Nazis load Jews and their baggage into separate train cars?

2. What was the fate of the German Sixth Army at Stalingrad?
3. Despite the defeat at Stalingrad how did Nazi propaganda display the Nazi war effort?
4. In 1943, how many times more Allied bombs fell on Germany than before?
5. Nazi propaganda films warned of what types of atrocities committed by the Red Army?
6. June 6, 1944 was known as what? Where did the Allies land a massive force?
7. The last defense of Germany would be left to whom?

8. On March 22, 1945 Hitler made his final public appearance to do what?

9. Where did Hitler spend the rest of the war?
10. How many people committed suicide in Berlin in April and May 1945?
11. How many Germans defended the City of Berlin against over 1-million Red Army soldiers?
12. How many German women were raped by the Red Army soldiers and how many died as a result?
13. How many concentration camps were found throughout Nazi occupied territory?
14. What did the Allies force the German people to do who lived close to the death camps after their liberation? What did they force Nazis to do?

15. How many people died in Europe during World War II? What was the only thing Germans could do after the war?
Atomic Bomb
1. Why did Japan believe it was justified in its attack against the U.S. at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941?
2. Who reported to the President of the U.S., Franklin D. Roosevelt (“FDR”) that the Germans were building atomic bombs in 1939?

3. Enrico Fermi theorized that a few pounds of which unstable element might be harnessed to create an atomic bomb?
4. FDR put Robert Oppenheimer in charge of which project to create an atomic bomb? Which site in New Mexico became the primary test site?
5. How many American deaths did the Supreme Allied Commander in the Pacific Theater, General MacArthur, estimate would result from a land invasion of Japan?
6. What were American B-29 Super Fortresses designed to do?
7. Who became President of the United States when FDR died of a cerebral hemorrhage?
8. What did Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, Dwight D. Eisenhower, believe about dropping the atomic bomb on Japan?

9. What was the name of the plane that carried the first atomic bomb and what was the nickname for the bomb?
10. How many people died instantly when the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan on August 6, 1945?

Crisis in Korea
1. Which America general led the war in the Pacific Theater, accepted the Japanese surrender onboard the USS Missouri, and remained in Japan to oversee the U.S. occupation after World War II?
2. Which South Korean capital city was taken by the North Koreans during their invasion?
3. MacArthur’s amphibious landing at Inchon took place on September 3, 1950 and was known as what?
4. Why did U.N. soldiers strip search North Korean soldiers?
5. Why did President Truman forbid General MacArthur from going within 20-miles of the North Korean border?
6. Where did the meeting between Truman and MacArthur take place?
7. Why did Truman want to meet with MacArthur even though the two men disliked one another?
8. After the meeting with Truman, MacArthur decided to wage war the way he wanted to and took control of Pyeongyang, the capital city of which country?
9. How many atomic bombs did MacArthur ask Truman for to end the Korean War?
10. What action did President Truman take against MacArthur?
Battle for Vietnam
1. Who became President of the U.S. after the assassination of President John F. Kennedy?
2. Who became the commander of U.S. forces in Vietnam?
3. Why was the public so well-informed about the developments, devastations, and deaths during the Vietnam War?
4. The Russians and Chinese supported North Vietnam and the North Vietnamese hoped to unite all of Vietnam under which Communist leader?
5. What was Operation Rolling Thunder?
6. What usually happened during the traditional Chinese New Year, or Tet, holiday?
7. In 1968 the North Vietnamese violated the Tet ceasefire and the Tet Offensive included the attack of 36 cities, 44 towns, and 64 villages throughout South Vietnam. Which city was the main target?
8. What building was the target of a suicide attack by the Viet Cong?
9. Which journalist reported on television to the American people that “Vietnam would end in a stalemate” and that the best thing would be to “negotiate not as victors but as honorable people”?
10. Which achievements of Lyndon B. Johnson were overshadowed by the failures of the Vietnam War?
Television Explosion
1. When famous telegraph message did David Sarnoff receive on April 14, 1910?
2. What famous invention did Guglielmo Marconi make that changed the world?
3. After the sinking of the Titanic, which company hired David Sarnoff in 1919?
4. What communication device did Sarnoff suggest should be found in every home in America in 1915?
5. Which invention did Scottish inventor John Logie Baird demonstrate in London in 1926?
6. What promise did Vladimir Zworykin make to David Sarnoff in 1929?
7. Where and when did Zworykin unveil his new electric television to the world?
8. By 1950 what percentage of American homes had a television?
9. How much did new television advertisements cost in the 1950s?
10. In what way did television advertisements change the world?
One- Mankind The Story of All of Us: Plague
1. The expert Mongolian horsemen who used the horse as a means of conquest were led by which famous leader?
2. As the Mongols attacked China, why did more than 60,000 Chinese women commit suicide?
3. At which walled city on the Black Sea did invaders catapult bodies of Black Death victims into the city as a form of biological warfare?
4. What were some remedies for Black Death that were attempted?
5. What were the symptoms and new methods of transmission of the new strain of Black Death as the disease went from bubonic plague to pneumonic plague?
6. What did the Pope do to the Rhone River during the height of the Black Death?
7. Who did people blame the spread of Black Death on, accusing them of poisoning drinking water supplies?
8. On February 14, 1349 Jews were given the choice of converting to Christianity or being killed in which massacre?
9. How many people died in Asia and Europe in 15-years from the Black Death?
10. Why were the Americas spared from Black Death in the mid-1300s?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: How has disease impacted history? 

Also think about:

· How has scientific progress and humankind’s increased awareness about the causes and cures of diseases changed civilization?

· Will disease play an important role in the future of mankind? Explain.

Two- Mankind The Story of All of Us: Survivors
1. Why was salt from Africa so important to Europeans?
2. What resource found in the Niger River in Mali amounted to 2/3 of the world’s supply?
3. Which Italian city of 100 islands became a trading, banking, and education center merely 70-years after Black Death killed half of the population?
4. Which empire in China did Zhu Yuanzhang start a revolution in order to overthrow?
5. After 12-years of war, the Chinese won the revolution with the help of which weapon?
6. Which Chinese invention that was improved by Johannes Gutenberg and changed the speed at which information and knowledge were spread throughout the world?
7. Who wrote the book, Wonders of the World, which inspired Christopher Columbus to become an explorer?
8. What mistakes did map makers in the 1400s make about the world?
9. What group of people did General Francisco Gonzalez de Cordoba finally expel from the Iberian Peninsula in 1492?
10. Which Spanish king and queen agreed to fund Columbus’s voyage to China?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: How did the discovery of the “New” World change history on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean?

Also think about:

· Which historical inventions and events began the “Age of Exploration”?

· How did the Columbian Exchange impact the world? 

Three- Mankind The Story of All of Us: New World
1. Which group of people led by Thorvald Eriksson landed in North America and attacked the Inuit people who lived there?
2. Why did the Aztecs make human sacrifices?
3. What did Aztec warriors and their families get to do when they killed their enemies in gladiatorial combat?
4. Which Aztec food staple (not originally found outside of the Americas) changed the world because of its caloric value and ability to feed large numbers of people?
5. How many Ottoman Turkish soldiers under Sultan Mehmed planned to conquer Constantinople in 1453?
6. Why was Constantinople a geographically important city?
7. What weapon did Mehmed use to breech the walls of Constantinople?
8. How did European traders adjust when Constantinople fell to the Ottomans?
9. What caused devastation in the Americas soon after contact with European explorers?
10. How do you think so few Spaniards defeat so many fierce warriors under Emperor Montezuma?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: Was European conquest of the Americas inevitable?

Also think about:

· Why was the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople a major turning point in history? 

· How were Europeans able to conquer massive and complex Native American civilizations in the “New” World?

· How did the Columbian Exchange impact both sides of the Atlantic? How did disease play a role in the conquest of the Americas?

Four- Mankind The Story of All of Us: Treasure
1. What did the letters of reprisal from Queen Elizabeth I allow Sir Francis Drake to do?
2. How did Drake destroy the mast of the Spanish treasure ship carrying the biggest pirate treasure every recovered in history?
3. Which silver mine in South America was the world largest deposit of silver, sometimes containing veins that were 12-feet thick of silver?
4. What chemical did Spanish textile trader Ptolemy-Medina use to add to mercury in order to extract silver from other minerals?
5. In 1639 which nation was the richest nation in the world due to its trading empire? Which luxury product imported from Turkey made it extremely wealthy?

6. How did Squanto learn English and what method did he teach the Pilgrims to successfully fertilize their crops in the sandy soil of Plymouth?
7. Which four trading cities developed in North America that rivaled those in Europe?
8. Former trading partner of Queen Nzinga from which nation turned on her and demanded her people as slaves to work on sugar plantations in America?
9. In 1631 where did the richest man on the planet, Shah Jahan, live? The Taj Mahal was originally constructed as a tomb for whom?
10. Globalization made what the world’s universal currency in the 16th century?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only.
PROMPT: How has trade and the desire for wealth impacted history and how does it continue to impact the world we live in today?

Also think about:

· How did the wealthiest nations in the world become so wealthy?

· What was the role of colonial possessions and how did nations acquire colonies, natural resources, and labor?

Five- Mankind The Story of All of Us: Pioneers
1. Over 100 people were tried for witchcraft in which New England town in the 1690s?
2. What were frontiersmen in Siberia hunting for that was ten times more valuable than gold?
3. What weapon did the Evenki of Siberia use against the frontiersmen’s guns?
4. How many pelts per year did the Dutch bring back to Europe from North America? Which city did they make into the world’s most important trading port?
5. In what way did John Flamsteed change the world?
6. Which English sailor sailed to Australia three times and claimed the land for Britain?
7. What were the native people of Australia called?
8. What experiment did Benjamin Franklin undertake in America? What invention did he create that is still used on many tall buildings today?
9. What product made Ebenezer Mudgett very wealthy?
10. Where did the “Shot Heard ‘Round the World” take place and what war did it start?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: What motivates people to take risks and what risks are worth taking?

Also think about:

· Is everyone who ends up being successful in business, politics, sports, entertainment, etc. in some way a risk-taker?

· Is everyone who fails but pushes forward despite their setbacks a risk-taker?

· Should those who are successful risk-takers be celebrated and those who failed be criticized for the risks they took?
Six- Mankind The Story of All of Us: Revolutions
1. The method of producing goods shifted during the Industrial Revolution from making things by hand to the use of what?
2. Which English inventor worked with a clockmaker named John Kay in England in the 1760s to invent a machine that would stretch and spin cotton?
3. What powered England’s first factories in the 1760s?
4. What natural resource found deep underground was mined to fuel the railroad industry in the 1700s?
5. Which group of immigrants did Benjamin Latrobe, Jr. hire for $1/day to construct the B&O Railroad?
6. Thanks to the development of factories and railroads where did a massive migration push people to live in the 1800s?
7. Which disease caused by sewage and filth in drinking water caused millions to die around the world including 150,000 in the U.S. and thousands in the City of London in 1854?
8. Which drug that British merchants imported and sold in China causing severe addiction to 12-million Chinese resulted in war between Britain and China in 1838 when the Chinese government banned its sale?
9. Which new Union weapon was introduced during the American Civil War that fired 13-rounds per minute (4-times faster than Confederate muskets)?
10. Which transportation innovation allowed the Union to resupply its troops and bring new troops directly to battle sites more quickly than the South could during the American Civil War?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: How did the Industrial Revolution change the world forever?

Also think about:

· What were the positive and negative results of the Industrial Revolution?

· How did the Industrial Revolution change the way work was completed, the way people conducted their lives, and the number and types of goods people could own?

· Was the Industrial Revolution a good thing in history or has it led to a worse situation for mankind?

Seven- Mankind The Story of All of Us: Speed
1. Approximately how many Americans died in the U.S. Civil War?
2. After the Civil War, in a 40-year span of time, how many patents were filed in the U.S. alone?
3. How did Samurai Iwasaki Yataro change the world and what new company did he found?
4. In 1912 what became the largest moveable object on the planet?
5. What chemical did Charles Goodyear discover could make rubber into a useful product and change transportation forever? What was the new process named?
6. Hundreds of parts on which Henry Ford product contained rubber after Goodyear’s advances?
7. What was the “Rubber Genocide” in the Congo?
8. How did the world hear about the “Rubber Genocide”?
9. What inventions changed the battlefield and Warcraft forever during World War I?
10. What discovery did the Scottish army doctor Alexander Fleming make that has saved and continues to save millions of lives?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: In what ways did steel and products made with steel transform the world in the 1900s?

Also think about:

· How did steel lead to new structures and how did it lead to the modern city?

· How did steel impact the transportation industry & manufacturing industry?

· What would life be like without things made from steel? 

Eight- Mankind The Story of All of Us: New Frontiers
1. In 1935 what ravaged farmland in the American Midwest?
2. What did Roswell Garst try to sell to farmers of the Midwest to improve corn yields? How much more expensive were they?
3. What was the biggest problems with the construction of the Alcan Highway and how did General William Hoge solve the problem?
4. When the Alcan Highway was completed, how long the connected highway stretch in North & South America?
5. What do scientists do to activate dormant uranium and turn it into a nuclear bomb?
6. How many seconds did Paul Tibbitts and the Enola Gay have to escape the blast zone once the atomic bomb was dropped over Hiroshima?

7. When the atomic bomb exploded how hot was it?
8. In 1967 what did Christiaan Barnard do that significantly advanced medicine?
9. What images did video cameraman Lawrence Pierce capture in Selma, Alabama in 1965 that were televised across America?
10. What are the new issues facing humans as we push into the future?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: What major world issues will be humankind’s most significant issues into the foreseeable future?

Also think about:

· What is the relationship between man and the environment?

· What role will war, conflict, and terrorism play?

· What scientific and technological achievements will impact the world in good and bad ways going forward?
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